ly offere 
" bytery of Dune 
. obſerving the Day. 0 
| appointed by the 


6 different from thei: rs, as to the O 
tion of the laſt Thank! Ce 
by the King with eh * 
Huffered us formerly. * 
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Bab der, fince they ea enen us to n Ke. 
Which weig hed with us in tha Matter 
Fi, We were afraid, that IF we had” og ved che 
Da, we would have ſymbolized” with the Church er 
Englend, in their ſuperſtitious Obſervation of Days, 
mar. Day being ieee ad it is cen 
' tain, that it is the only Saint's Day in that Moch), 
Which is obſerved. by that Church: And Symbolizing 


"- 


with the 1 and Idolaters, Hath 


= 


"been'cott- 
4 1 the Church of God in all Ages. The 
Council of Niece condenitied the quartodertmani, or 
the Obſervation of Eaſter upon, the 14th Day of the 

| - Month, becauſe they held,it unſeemly for Chriſtians to 
|. ſymbolize with the Jews in Rites and Obſeryation of 
Times: Let us (ay they) in nothing, agree with the * 
deteſtable Rout of the Jews. And the Cauncil of Laos © 


porg — 


Aicea, in her 37th Canon, determines poſitively on this 
Head, ſaying, Non oportit à Tudeis, ve! Hexeticis feria - 
tica, que mittuntur actipere, nec cum iis dies agere 


[ . 


| ©* Secondly, We were afraid, that the Obſervation of 
ſuch Days of Faſting and, Thankſgiving, as the Church 
e England pays a ſuperſtitious Regard to, might be 
| found ſame Breach of our Solemn National Engage- 
ments, whatever Sentiments others have in that Matter, 
to whom we owe e juſt Regard ; ſeeing we are folemn- 
I worn and engaged, in our Places and Callings,. to 
endeavour the Refirmatiin of England and Ireland, n 
Doctrine, Diſcipline, Worſhip and Government, aceor- | 
ding to the Word of God. Now, to obſerve, withifhe | 
Church of England, ſuch Days of Faſting and Thank þ 
giving from Time to Time, we humbly, eonceive, is 
Bot the Way to reform that Chureh; but, we fear, 
Ec 3 and harden her in her ſuperf Hobs E- 
© . Thirdly, The obſerving the Thankſgiying) en cha 
Day, was at leaſt an Appearance of Eu, as looking 
kg 2 Regarding of Days, like a Symbulinng „„ 


. Evils; and to be guare ac 
F the Apoſtle: exhorts to- abſt 


| would: have given Offence, | boch by hardning our {ls 


of a, Caſe, which to us ſeed paralel, decided the pre- 


Elk to exe Mears ſagrifond teldels,. yer; in theGaw of. 5 1 
Offence, it is plainly forbidden. The Matter is treated 


ſcience of others, it ought to be abſtained fra An 


it, od Lay garrett Sate 
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e — i, 00 ; Us 8 | A . — * ao ' 
ws + <q 9 N 8 2 8 5 


of England: 


that which. looks: lite — chat wich lade 


Sin, and borders upon it. | 
Fourthly, We found, Tit. Obſeriative of tha” Da... 


12 5 T are to abſtgin, not 


erſtitious Engliſh Neighbours: in their eſteeming of 
5 Day, and by grieving ſundry of the Lords 28 
People : For it came to be enerally „ 
was a Saint's Day, and therefore we.could nat with a 5 ll 
ſafe Conſcience obſerve it. The Things be layful in 
themſelves, yet, if of ap. indifferent Nature, tiey | . 
to be guarded againſt, in caſe they prove pffenſive a 1 
ſtumbling to others. The Apoſtolies Determination -þ 


ſent, one, as we thought; bo it was lawful in it 


at large, 1 Ger. viii. from v. 7. vrhere ſundry divide. © 
Arguments are contained: Ali centers here: inarateas-. | 1 
Part, That if any found the Eating of Meats, facris - 
ced unto Idols, was attended with wounding the C 1 


we are very fure, the obſerving of this Day u Em. 4 
bling, not to the Weak only, but to the more Judiei- * 
ous, yea, and generally to bothGood and Bad amangtt 
us. In like Manner, the Queſtion is reaſoned, Ram ix. J 9 
from v. 20. As alſo 1 Cor. n. from d. 27. In alt: - \ 
which. we have Plenty of Divine Arguments, with Re- 
ſpe& to Meats. And: the Caſe ſeemed paralel to us, 2 
to Days, v. 28. If any Man ſey, This Meat ioefferes/ 
in Sacrifice unto Idols, cat net, for ir Sake 5 ſrewed 
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ences for it muſt needs be that Offences come, but 
heb that Man by wbamthe Offence cometh. And in the 
10th Verſe he ſaith, Take Heed that you deſpiſe not one 
2 little Ones. To give Offence to any of Chriſt's , 
mbers, however weak they may be, is a ſinning a- 


gainſt Chriſt himſelf, 1 Cor. viii. 11, 12. And tbrouwh NN | 


thy Knowledge ſhall the weak Brother periſh, for 'whom 


Chriſt died? but when ye ſin againſt the Brethren, js 
fin againſt Chriſt. Now, that indifferent Things are 


to be guarded- againſt, in eaſe of Scandal, or giving 


Offence, is confirmed by the concurring Teſtimony of 
tender Caſuiſts. Ameſius obſerves, in his Caſes of Con- 


ſcience, - Lib. 5. Cap. 2. Le 3. In emni ſcandalo ne- 


ce ſſe eſt, ut fit aliquod peccatum, quia pertinet ſemer 
ad ruinam © detrimentum proximi ſpirituale. Mr. 
Sileſp, in his Popiſh Engliſh Cerimonies, Page 88. 


lays, It is enough to evince the Inconveniency of 


c the Ceremonies, that ſome are ſcandalized, yea, ma- 


cc ny tender Conſciences are made to ſtumble b 


y their 
„ Means. The honeſt Miniſters at Perth Aſleidly, . 
who oppoſed the Articles, in a Repreſentation given 
in by them to that Aſſembly againſt theſe known Ar- 


ticles, of which the Obſeryation of Feſtival Days was 
one; they ſay, as to Things indifferent, „Put the 
c Cafe, Mens Inventions were of that Nature, in caſe 


cc of Scandal, ceaſe to be indifferent, and are as Things 
c moral: And they cite Perkins on the Galatians, 


as being of this Opinion. And when Mr. Ferguſſon 
Miniſter at Ochiltree was cited before a High-Commiſh- 


on-Court at Glaſgow, which depoſed him for his Non- 


conformity to theſe Articles of Perth; be being urged 
by the Biſhop of Galloway to give a Reaſon of Non- 


conformity, he anſwered, It was ſuffigient for him, 


<< howbeit there were no more to bear him out; than 
<< that the Things urged were ſcandalous and inexpedi- 


b A 06 ent. 90 Calder. Page) RE Excellent Rutherford, in 
twoa of his Letters, Whie 


are to my Lord Craighall, 
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&& ning of Cambridge and Oxford, yea, and of all 
„ Scandalo, or from Offence. * e . Is 3 ; 
| 85 7 wo * A TY $0 Cs ES n x | 
© If it be objected, That the Magiſtrate's: Commend is i 
enough to remove the Scandal or Offence from Things Wi 
| that are indifferent in their omn Nature; We anſwer; 


our Lives for the: Brethren; and it is God's Com- 


the Command of a Superior; and hence ſays one, 


monies might be brought upon this Head. The lear- 


ce tuin, will not anſwer this one Argument, Wich is 


That by the Law of Love, we ought to lay dows . 


mand, that we ſball not kill; it is his Command, thas 
we ſhall not deſtroy our Brother's. Soul, as Scandal or } 
Offence doth, Rom. xiv. 15. Now, the Command of | 
an Inferior can never bind, us, when it is contrary to 


„ When the doing. of a lawful Thing will ſcandalize, 
£ God's Lady hich laid an Embargo on our Liberty, 
ce in that Caſe, which all the Authority on Earth ean- 
5c not take off. And indeed, if it were not ſo, a 
Breach of the Commandment might be an Act of 
Obedience to the Fifth Commandment: Many Teſti- 


ned Ameſius, in his Caſes of Conſcience, Lib. 5. Caps. 
11. ©. 6. ſays, Nulla authoritas humana tollere poteſ®G | 
ſcandali rationem, ab eo quad alias eſſet ſcandalum, 
wel peccati rationem a. ſcandalo dato: Nullus enim 
homo poteſt, vel charitati, vel conſcientiis noſtris im- 
perire, vel periculum ſcandali dati praſtare. And 
famous Mr. Gilleſpie, in his Popiſh 'Engliſh Ceremonies, 
page 246. ſays, * The Law of Charity is of a ſtricter 

« and higher Bond, than the Law of any Prince in 
„the World.” Again, the judicious, ſolid and lear= = 
ned Mr. Durham is very pointed on this Head, in 


«A 


1 ” 


his excellent Treatiſe of Scandal, Page 34. 18 Im- 
preſſion, he propoſes the Queſtion, & What # to be done. 
« 'when there ſeems an Oppoſition bet ween the Com- 
% mand of a Superior, and the ſepeming of Offence/, 
p ſo pred. muſt either diſobey him, or end ence | 
in obeying; as, ſuppoſe a Magiſtrate ſbould com. 
. 7 5 2 erbse 3 0 „ mand 3 
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ſ mend u to preach upon ſome pretended Holy. dq, 
£ , * mn - > "- 


Thing is lawful upon the Matter, hut the doing Nl : 
« it is offenſrue, ezther by . many, or ſtrength. | - 
ee wing others in their eſtee ming ſamemwhat #9 tha 


« Day? To which he anſwers, In that Cale, the 
ce Scandal is ſtill active and given; and therefore, ng 
de Command or Authority can warrand one in ſuch 3 
ce Deed.” For, as theſe two worthy Diyines, Ameſin 
and Gilleſpie, obſerve, © No Man can command ei- 
be ther our Charity or our Conſcience, or make up 
« the Hazard of a given Offence ; and therefore none 
c can command us warrantably to hurt the ſpiritual 


£ Good of our Neighbours, it being contrary. to the ö 
„ Law of Love, which God hath laid on. And ye 5 
be may add, ſays he, That an indifferent Action, being 85 

£ involved with Offence, cannot but be in its Practi- c 

« ſing ſinful, as it is complexly conſidered; and there 1 


rc fore canhot be the Object of a Magiſtrate's Com- 
«© mand; more than an Action! that is lawful in it ſelf.” 
The Reverend Mr. Robert Blair, that eminent Servant 
of the Lord, in whom (ſays one) Learning, Wiſdom, 
Prudence, Zeal, Experience, Miniſterial Authority, 
and Gravity were eminently contemporate, was of the 
fame Mind in this Point, as is to be ſeen in his Pre- 
ace to Mr. Durham's Treatiſe on Scandal; in which 
Preface he particularizes this as an intricate Caſe, 
which the Author has cleared; namely, What is to be 
| _ done, when the Command of Superiors, and. ef chewing 
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J Offence, are in Competition? 


If it be alledged, The Caſe differs as ts our Ol ſer- 
uetion of Friday's Faſt, and that laſt Thankſgiving 
a zepon the 25th of April, ſreing it is not 4 Thing indiſfe- 
| rent, but both lawful and*-neceſſary, to obſerve. Days 
13 : o 4 * 
& Faſting and Thankſgiving appointed I the King, 
cen juſt andenueceſſary Grounds, when, in the antan 

Time, there is no Intimation in his Procſa mation ef am 
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ibi Iicere volunt, aut putant omnia tuta, timenda 


ſunt ; ſiquidem experientia comprobatum eſt, a quam 
& imperceptibalibus initiis merus fattus fit, 


in idololatriam & horrendam ſuperſtitionem, in Eccle- 
a pontiſica progreſſus. And Mr. Gilleſpie, in his Pre- 


face ta the reformed Churches, Tays, Page 16. “All the 
<< Loſing or Winning of a good Conſcience, is in-the | 
« . firſt Buying; for, ſuch is the, Deceitfulneſs of 
"I and 34 7 


and the Conyeyance of the old Serpent, thar, 
if his Head be once entring, the yhole .Body 
ce will eaſily follow after ; and if he make them hand- 


2. ſomly alen Gnats at firſt, he will mei you 


cc ſwallow Cainels ere all be done.” And we ſuppoſe, 


we all juſtifie ſuch as refuſed to comply with K. 74. 
VI. his Proclamation, when he required Miniſters to 
| Preach upon the Day of our Saviour's Birth, 5 - 
Day 


Good - Friday, or the Day of his Death, 5 * the 
of his Reſurrection, Cc. And yet that 5 
is ſo far from enjoining or requiring a pern | 
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| fore the Articles of Perth were enacted, upon the 4th 


'Tohbe 24th of April; the People likewiſe were charged 
to Communicate that Day, àt their own Pariſh-Kifks: | << 
The Pretence of the Charge was the Trial of Popiſh. | © 


Devices, while he is working under Ground, and not M © 
ſo far advanced, as to make open and bare-fac'd Aſſaults 
UPON us. | 5 0 


good, and therefore we performed theſe Duties upon 
theſe Grounds, but found it neceſſary to alter the 
Days; and we think, that herein we acted according 


mentioned: For the Obſervation of the preciſe Days 


, * N 
—, 


OP | * 1 ; a N 5 : oh 11 5 8 2 d} g th, EN : q ty i 3 | 
and rebuke all ſuperſtitious Obſervation, and licenti· 
ous Profaning of Days. And in the Year 1614, be. 


5.3 the = 5 1 


of March, the Miniſters were commanded, by Pro- 
clamation with the Sound of Trumpet at the Crok 
of Edinburgh, to prepare 8 for the Lord's. 
Supper, and to adminiſter it unto, them upon Zaſter 


Recuſants, but the wiſer Sort of Profeſlers took it l 
for a Trial, how People would bear with Alterations 1 ©* 
and Innovations; yet the moſt Part obeyed. The # T 
Door being thus opened, behold: the next Year, 1615, 
a Charge was proclaimed at 3 with Sound 


of Trumpet, fifteen Days before Eaſter, to celebrate 


ob 
the Commnnion at Eaſter in all Times coming; And, 1 6 
in the mean Time, King James was giving them all Y P 


Aſſurance, that there was no Innovation, or bringin = 
them into Conformity with the Church of England fi 
In theſe Things intended: However, by theſe and 2 


other Methods, the Way was pav'd for enacting the I. 
Articles of Perth. Now, it is our Wiſdom to take 5 


War ning from theſe Thin 85 and early, through 6 


Grace, to oppoſe the ſubtil Serpent, when he begins 


to inſinuate himſelf into our Church by ſuch cunning 


0 


"2dly, We anſwer, That indeed the Duties were 
very lawful and neceſſary, and the Grounds juſt and 


to the Rules laid down in the Word of God, and the 
Judgment of Orthodox Divines in this Caſe already 
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A by the Government, is a Thing in it {df 
different; and ſeeing it would haye been attended Wi. 
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| with Offence, theſe Days being ſu 


_ .. Firſt, That this has been common! 


Scandal on both Sides: Scandal cannot be given Ws 


1 " ; 


by the Church of England; which was known to dur 
People, therefore we think, we could not eſcape n- 

ning, if we had obſerved them: Beſides, ſeverals f 
our People declared, that it would be very jane 1 
if we ſhould obſerve theſe Days. Moreover, the foreſaid - |: 
Durham lays, „That, even in a tawful and neceſſa + Þ- 
c Duty, Offence ought to have Weight to ſway'us,.. || 
cc in the Manner and Circumſtances of this necefſaryy 

ce Duty; and altho' a Scandal cannot make a Duty to 
cc be no Duty, yet it nap yung one from the E- 
ce exciſe of a lawful Duty: As may be ſeen in his 
Treatiſe of Scandal, Page 26. „ i ol 


3 3 ; „ 
If it be further objected, That this Practice, in net” 
obſerving Faſts and Thankſgivings. appointed by the 
Government, ſcandalizeth mo and more conſiderable 
Perſons, than Conformity to them doth: We anſwer, 
ly. objeted; to 


ſuch as pleaded from the Topick;;of Scandal of Non» 
ies." 2dly, We ſay,” 


conformity to the Poprſh Ceremonies 


It is not a poſlible Cale, that there ſhould be an active 
« but on one Side, ſay our Divines ; and, were it o 
« therwiſe, as they obſerve, one might be brought to 


5e ſhall fin, which would be a Blot upon Divine Pro- 
« vidence.* Ameſius, in his Caſes, Lib. 5. Cap. 11 
Q. 6. teacheth, That nulla talis datur perplexitas, uit 
neceſſarium ſit pro homine, ſive boc vel illud faciat, 
ſive non faciat, ſcandalum alicui dare, And the ju- 
dicious Durham, in his Reſolution of this difficuly. + | 
Cale, gives ſeveral Directions, and, among others, | 
thele following, which are both rational and agree- 
able to the Word of God; (I.) We ſhould ever 
7 look to what is moſt expedient for Edification, * 
© (2.) That, in ſuch Caſes, a Man would look to © ** 
what is moſt denied-like.. ( 3. ) When Offence ſeems - © 


Sto tollow, both from omitting and committing, Paul 
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ve we live among, would be conſidered; and wit 


| ſerved here, that the Reverend Mr. Blair, in his Pi 
and wiſely determined. 


Now, we humbly conceive, That, in our Practiq ö 
in this Matter, we acted in a Conformity to the 
Dirations : For, (I.) We endeavoured to act in 3 


aimed, through Grace, to de 
our ſelves; for it would been more èaſy and conyenient 
for us, to have obſerved the Day appointed by the 

Government, ſeeing we would not then have been eg 


4 
Lhe 


poſed to the Reſentment of the Civil Government, 
or Church-Judicatories:: And we can freely ay, 
it was not from Diſreſpect, either to Church or 
State, that we did not obſerve the Day; which ill 
manifeſtly appear, when it is conſidered, how chear- 
Fully and readily we complied with the Presbytery, 


elamation, before we knew that it was one of the Church 
of England's fixed Feaſts: And we ' ingenuouſly. de- 
clare, that it was moſt grieyous and heavy to us, to. 
take a ſeparate Courſe from our Brethren. (3.) In ſuc 
a perplexed Caſe, we choſe rather to forhear, whic 


thoſe among whom we live: 
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l | Way, as we Judge, which was moſt expedient for Edi. | 


in making an Act, upon the Sight of the King's Pro- 
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* bled ; but, 
People wou tym bay 


tender Conſcience, Who are eſpecially to be regar + 
It is a great Miſtake in Religion, that, in indiffe- 
ent circumſtantial Things the Weak ſhould follow ß, 
The Strong, and upon that Ground to underyalue. the. | 
offending of them + It is quite; contrary $0,the.Sarigs. | 

ture; for, ſays the Apoſtle Pal, Rom. XV. . We th 
are Strong, ought to bear he Jajirmities af abe Weak, 
and not to plegſe our ſelues. And in 2 Cor. Ki. 28, 29, be 
ſays Who is weak, and I am not weak ? Who is offended, © 
and 1 am not? Laſtly, We apprehend, that they, 
heartily of our Communion, ds | 


of : 


5 


; 
who are ſincerely and | : | 
look upon it as a Grieyanee, that we have, not Chyrch- | | 
appointments of thoſe Splemnitics, and that their O- | 


— 


| bedience to the State: commands is attended with Re- 
gret: They earneſtly defire, that the Matter were 
ordered othe rways, and, that there were no Bar upon 
the Church's exerciſing its; full Power in this Affair: 
will not be ayermuch offended with | 


our Shynels to come under the Yoke, tho (they may 
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5 A 
And, for the more diſtin& un olding our Difliay: 


ties on this Head, we ſhall, firſt, lay down ſome Pho 
ſitions, which we hope will be granted by all; an | 
then, narrate the Grounds of our Fear in this Matty, 
(1.) This will readily be granted, That, ſeeing Min“ 
ſters are Watchmen, placed upon the Walls of the} 
Church, they ought to be full of Eyes, and obſerye 
the very . firſt Motions of the Enemy. (2.) That, | 
ſeeing, in Oppoſition to Eraſtianiſm, we profeſs it tg | 
be one of our ſtated Principles, That the Repreſen- 
tatives of the Church have Power Authoritatively to 
appoint Faſts and Thankſgivings, and that the Power 
of the Magiſtrate is not privative and derogatory, 
but cumulative and confirming ; We ought to ſtand 
faſt to this Branch of our Chriſtian Liberty, Gal. v. i. 
Both the Overſeers of the Church, and private Perſons | 
allo in their Station, ſhould lay the Matter to Heart; 
it being a Duty incumbent on us all, to keep the Or- 
dinances of Chriſt pure and intire, as our Standards in 
expreſs Terms do bear. (3.) Our Church-rights ha- 
ving been confirmed to us by the Treaty of Union, as. 
belonging to Presbyterian Government, to which E? 
raſtianiſm as well as Prelacy is oppoſite; we trul 
think, that we have even a Civil Right to ſtand faſt 
to our Liberty in this weighty Matter, as to a Funda- 
mental of our Union-conſtitution. - 5 3 
Theſe Things being laid down, we proceed to re- 
Preſent what are the Grounds of our Fear, that there 
is ſome Project to ſtrip this Church by Degrees of her 
Power to appoint Faſts and Thankſgivings. (I.) Be- 
cauſe it has often been propos'd and urged, That 
| ſome Court might be appointed, or ſome Wer 
in Being, impowered to correſpond in Scotland with 
the Repreſentatives of this Church about Faſts and 
Thankſgivings, but it could not be obtained. We had 
a Council at Hand before the Union, to which it was 
eaſy to apply; but now, that we have no Priry-Coun- 
cil, ſave a B+:tiſh One for the whole ſtand, the ork | 
Way of applying is impracticable to us; And as to 
Ha dah * 
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Applications to his Majeſty by his Seeretaries of State} 


or in whatſoever Manner, about Buſineſs of this Kind; 


Any, who know the preſent Situation of our Affairs, 
will eaſily yield, that there is no Acceſs for them: (2.3 _ 


A Thankſgiving, for the happy Defeat of the Rebels 
under the Earl of Mar, was proclaimed with Sound of 


Trumpets at the Croſs of Edinburgb, while the Genera! 
Aſſembly was ſitting. (3.) After that the Commiſ®- | 
ſion of an Aſſembly had enacted a Faſt upon Account of 


the Plague, and referred it to the ſeveral remote Preſ- 


byteries to appoint their reſpective Days, the King not 


2 as yet returned from his foreign Dominions, 


how ſoon his Majeſty came home, in a Week after, 


he, by Advice of his Privy-Council, appointed a Faſt 
for the ſame Cauſe; which, having been ſo very quick- 
ly after the former, made „ think, we would 
have had none by the Church's Afithority, had his Ma- 


jeſty come Home ſooner, The State · act took not the 
leaſt Notice of the Church's: Appointment, though 
the Act had paſt very ſoon before. Other Inſtances 


might be condeſcended upon, if needful. (4.) It is 


known, whatever Propoſals have been made to our Ge- 
neral Aſſembly, for ſundry Years, by Presbyteries and 


Synods; and how earneſtly. ſoever they were ſolicited 
to appoint Days for Faſting, or giving Thanks; and 
how preſſing ſoe ver the Occaſions were: Yet theſe De- 
fires were not gone into, nor could it ever be obtained 
that ſuch Overtures ſhould be brought into the Aſſem- 


| bly itſelt, that this Church might have their Delive - 
rance. We cannot entertain ſuch unòharitable Thoughts 


af 
3 


a 


concerning the Overſeers of our Church, as to call in 


queſtion their Willingneſs to uſe this neceſſary and © 


lovely Part of the Truſt committed to them, were it 
not that they are ſtraitned by the higher Powers; in 
regard that, when we were a free Nation, and our Af- 
ſemblies were not intrenched upon in their Liberties 
granted by their Sovereign Lord, they.were in ordi- 
nary Uſe of appointing theſe Solemnities: But we ap- 
Prehend, the Spring of all this is, That as we are no 
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r 
more 2 free Natiom ſo it ĩs uneaſy to: dur more οπ e, 
fl N elghbours; that we ſhould be a free Church 3: ah | 
therefore are our. Liberties: as a Preshyterian Chun | 
 encroache& upon; and our Church-appointments of NM 
| onal Faſts and Thatkſgivings/worn, into; Deſuetuds, / 
If it be. alledged, That neither Church | nor State hank | 
declared ſuch Deſigns ;, We anſwer, That the Manage: 
ment af both hath giyen Ground to ſuſpect it:? And | 
2 it would not be politick to broach their. DGH 
gns ſo ſoon, eſpecially upon Church, which has f long 
and vigorouſly maintained her Privileges and Immu- 
nities; but to manage Matters more covertly, and then 
to chooſe ſome fayourable Seaſon to temove the Mask; YI 
and appear in their own Colours. Now, we cannot 
but look upon this as a Yoke: of Bondage, deſigned at 
leaſt to be wreathed about our Neck; and therefore we 
earneſtly intreat this Reverend Presbytery, to exert | 
their utnioſt- Efforts to prevent the ſame: For, if Re- 
\ medy be not timeouſlyprovided, we have juſt Ground to 
fear the Yoke will preve irremovable; and if 2 i 
thout an effe- 
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| 
he ſuffered to run on in this Channel, wi | 
&ual Stop put to them, we will be quickly brought to 
the Eraſtian Set of other Churches, where there is nat 

the leaſt Veſtige of this Power left to the Overſeers. 
14. BAT HGATE- | 
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The foreſaid RE AS O Ns being given in, fit 
to the Presbytery of Dunfermline, and by 
0 1 85 them referred to the Synod of Fife, which met a 
47 Kirkaldy, April 1724; The Synoa, after, 1 
© Reading, did, notwithſtanding; declare Mr. : 
Hog cenſurable (Mr. Bathgate having died 
wi _ before the Synod met) for net obſerving the | 7 
aid Thankſgiving, Whereupm Mr. Hog gave f 
in the following Repreſentation, April 8. 1724 | |: 
NE 
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ſame, roach thertapon, 1 1 ] 


Days, as, in the Kalendar of the Chute wha we" | 
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«x JTHEREAS the very Reverend Synod hath'fo  - 
'\ far. reſented my n&t oblerving the laſt 2 1 
giving, upon the Day appointed by his Majeſty Wit 
Advice of his Privy-Council, as to cenſure me for thx 
Cauſe, and to record their Cenlure : [ craye Leave, in 34, 
all Humility and Deterence to the very Reyerend S 8 
nod, and with a dutiful Regard to my Brethren, who... - 
obſerved the {aid Thankſgiving on. the Day appointed, 
as aboye-mentioned ; to repreſent, for the Honour | - 
of God, and Exoneration of my own Conſcience in this 
Caſe, which to me is a Cafe of Confeſſion 3 That ie 
is the Right of the Church of Scotland, to appoint 
Days for Faſting and Thankſgiving within her own - * 
Bounds, according as her Caſe and Circumſtanees 
(being a diſtin Church from that of England) do r- 


„ 


ſuire. That we are, by Divine Authority, obliged o 
Rand faſt in the Liberty wherewith Chriſt hath male "| 
us free, and not to Aer our ſelves to be mund 
with any Toke of Bondage, That, by the Engagement | 
to Duties contained in our Covenants, ſworn by”-the © | 
Authority of Church and State, Anno 16483, We are to | 
defend and maintain the Kirk of Scotland, in all ber 
Liberties and Privileges, againſt all who ſhall 53 <Y 
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Pretext what ſoe ver. That there is an indiſ deni? 
Obligation lying upon us o Covenant, to e CAVE |» % 


the Reformation of England: And that; har. | 3 
aur Church's appointing Days for National Faſting ank 
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Thankſgiving, is much gone into Deſuetuds, notwiex 
ſtanding of the many loud Calls of Providence theres 
unto; and, for a continded Tra& of Tine, theſe 508 - 
lemnities have been appointed to be obſerved on fu 
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5 FA lowed an Extract therrof under the Clerk's 78 


bly thou ; with a due Nees to 
e upon che Day ape 
KF Right; of 92 6 Church Ade med 
=D Bag any. -felF: iromTthe Qwile of Countenanting; the © 
Mc Aland, in her S ymbolizing with the fact 
+ S of Rome "in; the- Obſervation pf Hi 


ok England in her Superſtitions, nitead 9 10 y | 
<q ouring her Reformation. This my Papef T-em rave 
to be recorded in the S yhod-book, And that I * 
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of e EG is, pr? e 
| the Zord*s People in this Church, that, 4 An 
| © Declinings. and "Backſlidings in our... 
75 l of, thes, Of. giving up the r f 
_ printing... Faſts and bank ſpruings, is: 7 75 er fl 
© ſeems. te be willingly and. Adeſignediy done. by the RU, 
up, of: this. Church, when they. not © 7. mill. nr | 
Pala fach themſctues,. but quarrel an fun 
. dare not "beep. the Faſts and ee that] 
are nom in Uſe on tbe Romiſh and li b Fi ds 244 
: "= And yet never ine to. write mit gie Teſtimony, "ul 
- ee ſuch + Encroaghments mad on Chr 771 "m8 0 
, which: our Fathers contended. n web for 3 "which 
"Bans melencholly Aſpect, and ſbem what. 4 fag 
we are in witb ſucb Overſeers. 2 Copy. Of C40 
ellen Teftimesy coming in Providence to l pe „war 
tboagbt a neteſſary Duty to publiſß it to the Wa 4; OF, 
us wh the ſurviving „ knows nothing: 
not kon be blamed. for any Thing in it differ 176 
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